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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 02/09/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive, claims 1-13 did not amend. However, claims 14-28 have been amended, so that 
claims 14-28 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
Claim 29 has been canceled. Claims 1-28 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 14-17, 19-21 and 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Gattey et al. (U.S. 5469505). 

Regarding claim 14, Gattey et al. disclose an electronic device 10, comprising: a housing 
14, comprising: a fixed housing portion 14 (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31-46); a removable housing 
portion 42 having a recess 46 and/or 44 and at least one audio port 67 and/or 38 , wherein the 
audio port 67 and/or 38 is part of the recess 46 and/or 44 (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31-46); a latching 
mechanism 48 for assembling the removable housing portion to the fixed housing portion (fig. 4, 
col. 3 lines 31 to col, 4, lines 34), wherein the latch mechanism comprises: a latch element 48 
rotatably coupled to the removable housing portion 42, wherein the latch element rotation 
includes an orientation for engaging the latch element to assemble the removable housing portion 
42 to the fixed housing portion 14 (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31to col. 4, lines 34); and an audio channel 
38, 67 and/or 66, wherein the audio port is part of the audio channel and the audio channel is 
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formed when the removable housing portion is assembled to the fixed housing portion (fig. 4, 
col. 3 lines 31to col. 4, lines 34). 

Regarding claim 15, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 14. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the electronic device wherein the latch element rotation further includes another 
orientation for disengaging the latch element to disassemble the removable housing portion from 
the fixed housing portion (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31to col. 4, lines 34). 

Regarding claim 16, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 14. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the electronic device wherein a gap is formed between the latch element and the 
recess when the removable housing portion is assembled to the fixed housing portion, and further 
wherein the audio channel comprises the gap (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31to col. 4, lines 34). 

Regarding claim 17, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 14. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the electronic device wherein the latching mechanism further comprises: a 
secondary latch element 56, wherein the housing is mechanically coupled between the latch 
element and at least a portion of the secondary latch element, wherein the secondary latch 
element comprises at least one secondary latch element audio port aligned with the at least one 
audio port, and further wherein the audio channel further comprises the at least one secondary 
latch element audio port (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31 to col. 4, lines 34). 

Regarding claim 19, Gattey et al. disclose a method of operating a latching mechanism, 
comprising the steps of: mechanically coupling a latch element 42 and/or 48 to a recess 36 of a 
housing 14, wherein the recess 36 includes at least on audio port 38 and/or 46 (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 
31-46); creating an audio channel by engaging the latch element within the housing, wherein the 
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audio ports 38 and/or 46 are part of the audio channel 66 (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31-46); and porting 
audio through the audio port of the audio channel (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31-46). 

Regarding claim 20, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 19. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the method of operating a latching mechanism wherein the mechanically coupling 
step includes forming a gap between the latch element and the housing further wherein the audio 
channel created in the creating step comprises the gap (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31-46). 

Regarding claim 21, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 19. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the method of operating a latching mechanism wherein engaging of the latch 
element within the housing comprises rotating the latch element to an orientation (fig. 4, col. 3 
lines 31-60). 

Regarding claim 23, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 21. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the method of operating a latching mechanism further comprising the step of: 
disengaging the latch element from the housing by rotating the latch element to another 
orientation (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31-60). 

Regarding claim 24, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 23. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the method of operating a latching mechanism wherein the housing comprises a 
fixed housing portion mechanically to a removable housing portion, the method further 
comprising the step of: disassembling the removable housing portion from the fixed housing 
portion in response to the disengaging step (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31-60). 

Regarding claim 25, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 19. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the method of operating a latching mechanism further comprising the step of: 
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mechanically coupling at least a portion of the housing between the latch element 42 and/or 48 
and at least a portion of a secondary latch element 56, wherein the creating of the audio channel 
step further comprises aligning an audio port of the housing with a secondary latch element 
audio port of the secondary latch element (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31 to col. 4, lines 28). 

Regarding claim 26, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 25. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the method of operating a latching mechanism further comprising the step of: 
mechanically coupling an audio element to the secondary latch element 56 (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31 
to col. 4, lines 28). 

Regarding claim 27, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 26. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the method of operating a latching mechanism further comprising the steps of: 
generating an audio output by the audio element; and transmitting the audio output through the 
audio channel (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31 to col. 4, lines 28). 

Regarding claim 28, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 26. Further, Gattey 
et al. disclose the method of operating a latching mechanism further comprising the steps of: 
receiving an audio input; and transferring the audio input to the audio element through the audio 
channel (fig. 4, col. 3 lines 31 to col. 4, lines 28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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5. Claims 18 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gattey 
et al. (U.S. 5469505) in view of Gammon et al. (Pub. No: 2005/0014537). 

Regarding claim 18, Gattey et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 14. However, 
Gattey et al. do not disclose the electronic device a keypad, wherein the keypad is assembled 
between the fixed housing portion and the removable housing portion. 

In the same field of endeavor, Gammon et al. disclose the electronic device a keypad, 
wherein the keypad is assembled between the fixed housing portion and the removable housing 
portion ([0059] to [0061] and [0063] to [0065]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the communication device of Gattey et al. by specifically 
including a keypad, wherein the keypad is assembled between the fixed housing portion and the 
removable housing portion, as taught by Gammon et al., the motivation being in order to provide 
mobile terminal including a hosing and an electronic circuit positioned in the housing. 

Regarding claim 22, the combination of Johnson et al. and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 21. Further, Gammon et al. disclose the method of operating a latching 
mechanism wherein the housing comprises a fixed housing portion mechanically to a removable 
housing portion, the method further comprising the step of: assembling a keypad between the 
fixed housing portion and the removable housing portion in response to the engaging of the latch 
element within the housing ([0059] to [0061] and [0063] to [0065]). 

In the same field of endeavor, Gammon et al. disclose the method of operating a latching 
mechanism wherein the housing comprises a fixed housing portion mechanically to a removable 
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housing portion, the method further comprising the step of: assembling a keypad between the 
fixed housing portion and the removable housing portion in response to the engaging of the latch 
element within the housing ([0059] to [0061] and [0063] to [0065]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the communication device of Gattey et al. by specifically 
including assembling a keypad between the fixed housing portion and the removable housing 
portion in response to the engaging of the latch element within the housing, as taught by 
Gammon et al., the motivation being in order to provide mobile terminal including a hosing and 
an electronic circuit positioned in the housing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-3 and 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Johnson et al. (Pub. No: 2004/0203501) in view of Gammon et al. (Pub. No: 2005/0014537). 

Regarding claim 1, Johnson et al. disclose a latching mechanism for assembly of a 
housing of an electronic device, comprising: a latch element 154 and 163 (fig. 14, [0043]); and a 
receiving element 167 contained within the housing 180 (fig. 14, [0043]), wherein the receiving 
element comprises: a recess for engaging the latch element 167 (fig. 14, [0043] and [0044]). 
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However, Johnson et al. do not disclose at least one audio port for providing an audio channel for 
the electronic device. 

In the same field of endeavor, Gammon et al. disclose at least one audio port 422 for 
providing an audio channel for the electronic device (fig. 4, [0061] and [0063] to [0065].) In 
addition, it is obvious that Johnson et al. also disclose at least one audio port for providing an 
audio channel for the electronic device in order to allow a user to answer a phone call (please see 
fig. 1, there are three audio ports on a display 19 for providing an audio channel for the 
electronic device and [0019]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the handset of Johnson et al. by specifically including at least one 
audio port for providing an audio channel for the electronic device, as taught by Gammon et al., 
the motivation being in order to provide an earpiece for a user of the mobile terminal. 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Johnson et al. and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Johnson et al. disclose the latching mechanism further 
comprising: a gap formed between the latch element and the receiving element ([0043] to 
[0044]). Moreover, Gammon et al. disclose the latching mechanism further comprising: 
wherein the audio channel further comprises the gap ([0061] and [0063] to [0065]). 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Johnson et al. and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Johnson et al. disclose the latching mechanism wherein the latch 
element is rotatably coupled to the recess, and further wherein the latch element rotation includes 
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a first orientation for disengaging the latch element from the housing and a second orientation for 
engaging the latch element within the housing ([0043] to [0044]). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Johnson et al. and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Gammon et al. disclose the latching mechanism further 
comprising: a secondary latch element 425, wherein at least a portion of the housing is 
mechanically coupled between the latch element and the secondary latch element, wherein the 
secondary latch element comprises at least one secondary latch element audio port aligned with 
the at least one audio port, and further wherein the audio channel further comprises the at least 
one secondary latch element audio port (fig. 4 and fig. 5, [0061] and [0063] to [0065]). 

Regarding claim 7, the combination of Johnson et al. and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 6. Further, Gammon et al. disclose the latching mechanism wherein the 
electronic device further comprises: an audio element, wherein at least a portion of the secondary 
latch element is mechanically coupled between the audio element and at least a portion of the 
housing (fig. 4 and fig. 5, [0061] and [0063] to [0065]). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Johnson et al. and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 7. Further, Gammon et al. disclose the latching mechanism wherein the 
audio element generates an audio output, and further wherein the audio output is transmitted 
through the audio channel (fig. 4 and fig. 5, [0045], [0061] and [0063] to [0065]). 

Regarding claim 9, the combination of Johnson et al. and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 8. Further, Gammon et al. disclose the latching mechanism wherein the 
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audio element receives an audio input through the audio channel (fig. 4 and fig. 5, [0045], [0061] 
and [0063] to [0065]). 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Johnson et al. and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 6. Further, Gammon et al. disclose the latching mechanism wherein the 
secondary latch element 425 comprises: an audio plate coupled between the latch element and at 
least a portion of the housing, wherein the audio plate includes at least one audio plate audio 
port, wherein the at least one secondary latch element audio port comprises the at least one audio 
plate audio port (fig. 4 and fig. 5, [0061] and [0063] to [0065]). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the combination of Johnson et al. and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 10. Further, Gammon et al. disclose the latching mechanism wherein the 
secondary latch element further comprises: a seal coupled between the audio element and at least 
a portion of the housing, wherein the seal includes at least one seal audio port aligned with the at 
least one audio plate audio port, and wherein the at least one secondary latch element audio port 
further comprises the at least one seal audio port (fig. 4 and fig. 5, [0061] and [0063] to [0065]). 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Johnson et al and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Gammon et al. disclose the latching mechanism wherein the 
housing further comprises: a fixed housing portion; and a removable housing portion, wherein 
the receiving element is contained within the removable housing portion, and further wherein the 
removable housing portion is assembled to the fixed housing portion when the latch element is 
engaged within the housing (fig. 4, [0059] to [0065]). 
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Regarding claim 13, the combination of Johnson et al. and Gammon et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Gammon et al. disclose the latching mechanism wherein the 
electronic device further comprises a keypad, and further wherein the keypad is assembled 
between the fixed housing portion and the removable housing portion and the removable housing 
portion when the latch element is engaged within the housing (fig. 4, [0059] to [0065]). 

Reasons Subject Matter 

8. Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Claim 5 is dependent on claim 4 

Regarding claim 4, the prior art record does not disclose nor fairly suggest the latching 
mechanism wherein the latch element comprises a protrusion, wherein the recess further 
comprises a similarly-shaped opening, and further wherein the protrusion aligns with the 
similarly-shaped opening in the second orientation. 

Response to Argument 

9. Applicant, on page 12 of his response regarding independent claim 1, argues that 
Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's obviousness rejection. To find obviousness, 
there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the prior art references themselves or in 
the knowledge generally available lo one of skill in the art, to modify the prior ad reference or to 
combine prior art reference teachings. Also, there must be a reasonable expectation of success 
(see MPEP 706.022). However, the examiner disagrees. In response to applicant's argument 
that there is no suggestion to combine the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness 
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can only be established by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the 
claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either 
in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re Jones, 958 
F.2d347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, Johnson et al. disclose that the 
improved mobile telephone handset construction that provides a user quickly again access to the 
mobile telephone handset construction and thus be able to response the call. On the other hand, 
Gammon et al. disclose an opening 442 in the front cover 405 is positioned adjacent the first 
speaker 420 to provide an earpiece for a user of the mobile terminal 400. For that reason above, 
the examiner contends that Johnson is properly combined with Gammon. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Michel et al. (U.S. 6305588) releasable coupling for a mobile 
Hong et al. (Pub. No: 20040125977) headphone 

11. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dai A Phuong whose telephone number is 571-272-7896. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ramos Feliciano Eliseo can be reached on 571-272-7925. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Dai Phuong 

AU: 2688 

Date: 03-16-2006 
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